December 2015

Disabled American Veterans,
Department of Minnesota
“FULFILLING OUR PROMI SES TO THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO SERVED ”

Seasons Greetings from Commander Remus
Greetings DAV of Minnesota. Where did the summer and fall go? The winter season is upon us and I wish you all a happy and healthy holiday season. Please enjoy the time with
your friends and families.
Since convention, 2015 has been an exceptionally busy and successful year. DAV of Minnesota had a great fall conference at Lake Elmo. Thank you to all who attended. It’s always a
great opportunity to spend time with friends and catch up. But more important is taking
advantage of the opportunity to get up to date on current events within the veterans community and taking this information back to your chapters to enable each chapter to better
support your unique veterans community. We had 21 chapters in attendance. I hope to see
members of the other chapters at our next Department Convention in Saint Cloud
Of special note, the Department and Foundation received over $18,000 in contributions while distributing $42,000 to
chapters in attendance for those chapters to enhance local community awareness and public relations within their community. The distribution was made using the unanticipated revenue received by the DAV MN as a result of the settlement
agreement between the Minnesota Attorney General’s Office and Savers.
I am proud to report our DAV Outdoors program is thriving. Thank you to the Chapters who have individually supported hunts or fishing trips. You are making a difference. We expect 500 veterans to participate
this year. Our Donor Connect Program continues to provide much needed items to disabled veterans and
their families. It is sad to see Gerry Falkowski go. Thank you for your efforts in operating this program! We
will miss you. Newly hired HQ staff Dave Wentzel has taken over the Donor Connect program. If you need to reach him,
his email is Dave@davmn.org and phone 651-291-1212. We welcome Dave Wentzel and look forward to see how he will
continue to move forward with this program.
In terms of membership, DAV of Minnesota is 2nd in the nation needing only 31 members to meet our goal. We are 1st in
our Division and Bemidji Chapter 7 is leading all Chapters already achieving over 102% of their goal.
I’d like to take this opportunity to congratulate Stephen Whitehead for being elected as National 4th Junior Vice Commander. We are fortunate to have him as our Department Adjutant and now look forward to see how this will become a synergistic opportunity to not only help disabled veterans of Minnesota but also to help the Veterans of our great nation.
Keep in mind the DAV mid-winter Legislative Conference in Washington DC is coming up quickly. I encourage all of you to
attend if you are able. This event is intended to allow us to lobby our legislators at the National level. By the way, our Department has already submitted our local legislative goals in conjunction with the Minnesota Commanders’ Task Force.
We are starting to develop plans for the March Minnesota Vets on the Hill event.
In closing, I would be remiss not to mention our intent to move forward together with our DAV of Minnesota Auxiliary.
Please continue to support our partnership through joint ventures and including them as a resource in your chapter
events.
Please have a safe and happy Holiday Season and thank you again for helping to improve the quality of life of our disabled
veterans and their family members. I can’t stress it enough. You can and do make a difference.

From the Adjutant/Executive Director’s Desk
The 2015 year is coming to an end and what a year it has been. There has been a lot of challenging times
for the DAV MN but there also has been many success stories. The DAV MN continues to focus on building our organization to be more efficient and successful when it comes to helping the MN Veterans and
their families.
Since Department Convention, your Department Officers have been extremely busy evaluating the overall business structure of the DAV MN organization. The Department is focusing on rebuilding our business programs to ensure that the DAV MN is operating the most efficient manner as well as compliant
with all requirements. While the DAV MN is a Non-Profit and the services we provide to veterans and
their families are extremely important, the organization needs to make sure that we do so with the highest legal, ethical
and professional standards.

This year, for the second year in row, the Department held a “Key Leader” development-training event. At the event, the
training focused on helping the leaders of our Chapters better understand the roles and responsibilities of not only the
Chapter but also that of effective DAV MN Officers. One of the key topics of discussion was understanding the state requirements relating to operation of a Non-profit. Part of that was making sure attending members understood what
forms they must file with the State of MN in order to be compliant. This year, we had 19 out of the 29 Chapters in attendance. We are hopeful that next year we can increase the number of attending Chapters.
The DAV MN continues to improve our branding and methods of letting our sponsors, supporters, and the public know
about how the DAV MN is helping the veterans and their families. The Department has been sending out our bi-weekly eNewsletter for quite some time now. If you are not receiving the e-News, please go to our website and sign up to receive
the current news. This past year, we had a few Chapters share their local stories with Department. The stories that the
Department receive reach a large number of supporters that want to hear about all the great things the DAV MN is doing.
So please, send us a short news clip about how your Chapter is supporting local veterans and their families.
As the year of 2015 ends, do not forget that membership is the organization’s bloodline. There are over 350,000 veterans
here in MN that the DAV MN continues to look for ways to help. Just remember that each of these veterans may be eligible
to join our wonderful organization. If we do not explain who and what the DAV MN is all about, these veterans may never
know. Each one of us needs to be continuously searching for ways to attract new members.
(Continued on page 7)

Greetings from the Auxiliary Adjutant
This is the time to be thinking about our
veterans and their families. The Holidays
are the hardest time for them. Please find
ways to make it less lonely for them.
Share the holiday with them! There are
many ways to assist these brave men and
women who have made this country what
it is today. Talk to your County Veterans
Service Officer and find out who needs
help this time of year. Plan a get together
at your chapter home or some place that you can furnish a
meal or have a party for the children. Make a donation to
your county veteran’s assistance fund. This fund is to help
veterans in your county. You can help out removing snow or
shoveling a sidewalk, offer them a ride if needed, give them
some Christmas decorations the you do not need anymore.

year. For example, if your tax year ended on December
31, the e-Postcard is due May 55 of the following year. If
the due date falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday,
the due date is the next business day. You cannot file the
e-Postcard until after your tax year ends.
This would be a good time to start collecting items for our
Live Auction in the Spring at Convention. Talk to your local
businesses and explain the DAV Auxiliary to them and ask if
they would like to donate something. You will be amazed at
the items you can collect.
Are you all working on membership? You need new members
to ensure that our units thrive and will still be around for
years to come. We need new ideas and new energy in our
units. Work together with your chapter on projects. Many
hands make light the work. It will build a good relationship
with them and them with you. Assist them whenever possible
and ask them for help if needed. Keep the dream alive of
building better lives for Disabled Veterans and their families
and to make a difference in their lives.

I hope that all of you completed your 990N E-postcard filing.
It is very important that you do this, every year and that you
send a copy of the confirmation email that you receive to
both the National organization and to the Auxiliary State Adjutant, LeeAnn Karg. The e-Postcard is due every year by
the 15th day of the 5th month after the close of your tax

LeeAnn Karg, DAV Auxiliary State Adjutant
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Minnesota Legislative News

DAV Day with the

Greetings from your Legislative Chair, Another year has flown by here in St. Cloud. It
Minnesota Twins!
has been a busy year for the DAV of MN legislatively, both at the State and National level.
The year kicked off with our annual trip out to D.C. for the DAV Mid-Winter Conference.
Mark your calendar for this year’s
If you haven’t had a chance to attend, I would highly recommend making the trip.
DAV outing to Target Field to
The Conference is filled with great informational briefings culminating with our National watch the Minnesota Twins take
on the Cleveland Indians on
Commander testifying in front of a joint session of the House and Senate Veterans Affairs committees. The highlight of the trip for me was attending the breakfast the DAV of Sunday July 17,
MN puts on for our members to meet with their legislator in D.C. Last year we were able 2016, time
to make contact with 9/10ths of the MN delegation. This year we are shooting for 10 out 1:10pm.
of 10. This is a valuable chance for us to let our representatives know we are actively
ensuring they make Veterans legislation a priority no matter their affiliation.

Tickets are $38
each (Ticket automatically comes
During 2015 we also had an eventful MN legislative session. The most urgent matter was "loaded" with a $10 of food and
the politicking that was going on with the full funding of the MDVA. The DAV of MN
beverage credit that is redeemed
quickly recognized that full funding must be enacted and pushed our legislatures to
at any concession stand!).
make this happen. Commander Remus sent a letter to the Legislature and our membership was encouraged to follow up with their legislative representatives to let them know Put the date on your calendar so
we were paying attention.
that you can make plans to watch
the State Commander attempt to
As we look forward 2016 will be a busy year for us legislatively. We have identified sev- throw out the first pitch!
eral areas we want to address when the Legislature reconvenes. This year the DAV of
MN will push for expanded access to free/reduced fishing and hunting licenses for Vet- More info will be posted on our
erans starting at 50%, state income tax exemption for military retirees, lifetime property website when finalized.
tax value exemption for widow/widowers of Veterans rated 70-100% and we will be
pushing for full funding of MDVA’s bonding request.

LVAP/VAVS
Reporting

In 2016 the DAV of MN will again be hosting our annual breakfast during DAV MidWinter Conference on February 24th. In Minnesota we are looking forward to Veterans
Chapter & Unit Leaders! Make sure
Day on the Hill, March 16, 2016 in St. Paul. It would be great if we could get a large turnyou are reporting LVAP (Local Volout to Vets Day on the Hill and show our State Reps we are actively engaged in the legisunteer Assistance Program) hours
lative process.
monthly! Whether its helping
your chapter at a local fair, visiting
I would like to thank you all for your assistance over the past year. I look forward to
a local nursing home, color guard,
working closely with our chapters and members to further Veterans causes both in the
it can all be counted towards
state and federally. If you have any ideas for legislation or see problems you believe
LVAP!
need to be addressed please contact me. I can be reached at my office at: 320-252-1670
ext. 6676 on my cell: 651-788-3186 or via e-mail: trent@davmn.org.
Questions on getting started or
how to report please contact:
Thank you again for a great year,
John Carson State LVAP Chair
Trent C Dilks, Legislative Chair
Phone: 651-291-1212
Fax: 651-291-0115
Email: john@davmn.org

Ways to Connect
to the MN DAV
Look us up on
Twitter! @DAVofMN
Like us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/
mndav
We still have our spot on the
web, stop by and visit
www.davmn.org
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DAV MN Foundation Endowment Scholarship to Hamline University
On October 28, Disabled American Veterans of Minnesota
Department Adjutant and Foundation Executive Director,
Stephen Whitehead met with Hamline University President
Fayneese Miller to present a check for the newly established
DAVMN Endowment. This endowment was developed to directly impact veterans in graduate studies programs at Hamline.

or K-12 licensure concentration), Doctorate
in Education and, finally, the online in Nonprofit Management.
These programs were
chosen by the DAVMN
because they reflect
the organization’s focus on service and
commitment to the broader community.

“This exciting new partnership will continue to build on our
already beneficial relationship with Hamline University,” stated Adjutant Whitehead. “Over my tenure as Adjutant,
Hamline has become a great partner in our fundraising efforts by organizing and executing the Hamline 5k marathon and donating the proceeds to the DAV MN Foundation.”
A Hamline Veteran Support Center student staff-member,
Ben Mayer – a twice deployed Army veteran of 6 years – was
present at the signing and check presentation.

The DAVMN Foundation established this scholarship at Hamline to reinforce the University’s efforts of supporting veterans and active service members while raising community
awareness of the story and mission of the DAVMN and the
veterans they support. The DAVMN originally became involved with Hamline through a class project in Professor PegCurrent programs meeting the online or online hybrid crite- gy Andrew’s Fundamentals of Management class in 2012. The
ria for this scholarship include Masters in Public Administra- third annual Hamline Cares 5k : Run, Walk, Roll raised over
tion, Masters of Arts in Education – Natural Science and Envi- $4,000 for the DAVMN in April 2015.
ronmental Education, Masters of Arts in Literacy Education,
Masters of Arts in English as a Second Language (Adult ESL

MDVA Announces Veteran Housing Rental Incentive
One of the biggest struggles in the State’s race to end Veteran
Homelessness has been identifying landlords willing to give
homeless Veterans a second chance. The Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs announced today that landlords who
rent to Veterans currently listed on the Minnesota Homeless
Veterans Registry could be eligible for a $1,000 incentive.

missioner Larry Shellito.

This landlord incentive is mirrored off similar programs
launched in New York City and the greater Denver areas earlier this year. In Minnesota the incentive is part of a larger
initiative called Keys for Heroes, where Minnesota landlords
can join a database to be considered for future rental opporCommunities and mayors from around the state, together
tunities. This program also highlights benefits of renting to a
with the Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs (MDVA) homeless Veteran, including guaranteed rent, tenant screenand partners, jointly committed to end Veteran homelessness ing and working with a single point-of-contact or case manstatewide by the end of this year. As part of this commitment, ager.
in early 2015 the Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs
Now through the end of January any landlord or property
and many community partners launched a
owner who signs at least a 12-month lease with a Veteran
statewide Homeless Veterans Registry focused on housing
currently on the Registry is eligible for $1,000 lease-signing
Veterans experiencing homelessness. Since that time more
incentive, paid directly to the landlord or property owner.
than 200 Veterans on the Registry have been housed. Still,
there are over 148 Veterans on the Registry in the Twin Cities today. Although Veterans on the Registry have the income “The goal of ending Veteran homelessness in Minnesota is
or assistance to pay for housing and maintain stability, one of within our reach,” said Minnesota Housing Commissioner
the surprising struggles has been identifying landlords and
Mary Tingerthal. “Let’s show our Veterans we support them
available housing units.
as much as they’ve supported us. If you have available rental
housing, please call the LinkVet line to help us reach this goal
together.”
“We are committed to bringing our Veterans ‘all the way
home.’ The Twin Cities Metro area has an extremely tight
rental market. In Minneapolis the vacancy rate is less than 3 Landlords and property owners interested in joining this effort can indicate their interest in doing so by calling LinkVet
percent. This incentive for our partners who own and man(888-LinkVet or 888-546-5838) and indicating their interest
age rental property is intended to support their ability to
in participating. LinkVet will collect basic information. Once a
take a chance on someone with a limited rental history and
Veteran is identified, the Veteran or a staff person will reach
other potential barriers. The only way we can end Veteran
homeless in Minnesota is to work together, and this program out to the landlord.
brings us one step closer to the finish line,” said MDVA Com4

DAV MN Outdoors

What a great year so far in the Outdoors. We have been having a last with each event we do
and can’t say enough about the gorgeous weather we have been having. Although for me as
much as I have enjoyed the nice weather we need our temps to start dropping so we can
start making some ice. I don’t know about everyone else but I am ready to get out and catch
some fish on the hard water.
So far this year we have held a pretty large assortment of events ranging from fishing, turkey hunting, deer hunting, and just plain getting into the outdoors to relax. So far this year
we have taken out just under 400 Veterans and we should get pretty close to 600 veterans
by the end of the year. I know for me it has been one wild ride and I just can’t get enough.
There is nothing more exciting to me than hanging out with fellow Veterans, relaxing, and
see if we can’t come a crossed some of MN finest creatures.

Minnesota DAV
Transportation
Route Info
For rides to the VA Medical Centers in Minneapolis & Saint Cloud,
Routes vary daily, please contact
the office :

Mpls VA Transportation Office:
We have had a blast spending time out in a houseboat for a few days and climbing in and out 612-467-2768

of deer stands and just plain sitting around and relaxing amongst other events and the best
part it is not over yet and we have a lot more excitement planned before the end of the year.
Coming up this winter we will be spending time on Lake of the Woods and going to catch
some eel pout at the International Eel Pout Festival as well as hitting up many other lakes
around MN. For the Eel Pout Festival we are inviting all Veterans to feel free and bring your
Ice House out and join us on the ice and have a good time and do a little fishing with other
Veterans.

St. Cloud VA Transportation
Office: 320-255-6480 x6676
Northeast Minnesota Transportation: 218-204-0693

We all know we would not be able to do any of these great events if it wasn’t for our sponNorthwest Minnesota
sors. With them standing behind us we continue to grow and develop more every day and it Transportation:
is truly because of the support we receive from them I really can’t say enough about how
Toll Free: 1-855-277-9787
thankful we are for them.
Make sure to check our website for current outdoor events that we have going on and apply NW MN Routes as follows:
if you are interested. If you know any Veterans who may benefit please let them know and
Park Rapids—Fargo: Friday
help us get them involved. We at the DAV of MN Outdoors hoe you have a happy holiday sea- Nevis—Fargo: Wednesday
son and we hope to see you out with us at our next event.

Bemidji—Fargo: Weds/Thurs
If you have any questions or you would like to get involved please feel free to contact John at Wheaton—Fargo #1: Thursday

john@davmn.org or call into our office at 651-291-1212.

The Transportation Offices are
always looking for Volunteer drivApply for Annual Lake of the Woods Ice Fishing Trip
ers. Whether you can help one
We try to make our ice fishing trips as enjoyable and relaxing as possible. On our trips we day a week or one day a month,
contact the office nearest you for
invite you to come sleep out on the ice with us in a nice heated ice house with plenty of
details. Also check with your
room to move about. Once we get out on the ice everything will be taken care of for you. All
County Veteran Service Office to
of your fish will be cleaned and all meals cooked and brought right to you inside your
see if your county is looking for
house. Each house has a bathroom attached to it for easy access and less time away from
Volunteer drivers!

your hole which means more time fishing and relaxing. Make sure to apply and check out
our ice fishing trips.

Our Lake of the Woods trips are usually is held in January near the town of Baudette, MN.
This trip is a great experience to get out on the hard water and catch some walleyes. We will
have plenty of time to fish and the stories will fly. We all make new friendships that will last
a lifetime. These trips are truly fun had by all. Make sure to check out our events page to
find out when the trip will take place and to apply. Application Deadline is December 31,
2015
Trip Dates:

Trip 1 January 18-20
Trip 2 January 20-23

To Apply go to http://davmn.org/events-activities/events-for-veterans/ Or contact John at
651-291-1212 or john@davmn.org
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What is the DAV of MN Foundation?

The DAV of MN Foundation continues to improve the organization and better serve the
Department and the Chapters of DAV MN. Recently, the Board of Directors met and
changed the mission and vision of the DAV MN Foundation. Here is the mission statement: The DAV of MN Foundation acts as the charitable “giving arm” of the DAV MN,
providing financial resources for projects and programs directly supporting veterans and their families throughout Minnesota. The mission statement is focused
on ensuring that the Department is able to “fulfill the promises we made to those men
and women who have served”.
The DAV MN recently started the NE corridor transportation program of MN. The
DAVMN has put two vans in the Duluth area, one van in Virginia, the other will be in
Grand Marais These Counties lacked vans to transport veterans in need of a ride to and
from the Minneapolis VAMCs, and the Foundation once again filled that need. As previously mentioned in the DAV MN Outdoors, the Foundation was able to fund several different hunting activities that allowed over 400 veterans to take part in therapeutic outdoors recreational activities. Also, this year the DAV MN Foundation was proud to be
able to partner with Hamline University in starting our first “endowed scholarship”. Be
sure to read the article in the newsletter.
The three programs mentioned above are only three of the many MN DAV programs
across the State that serves our veterans. These are all possible because of generous
DAV members who support our DAV of MN Foundation.
Our Foundation has made a profound impact on our MN veteran community this past
year by granting over $400,000 in funds to Department, Chapter and Auxiliary projects
and programs serving veterans. In addition our DAV of MN Foundations DONOR CONNECTION PROGRAM has provided over $400,000 in handicapped equipment to
MN veterans and their families (wheelchairs, stair lifts, scooters, power chairs, etc.).
This program has received National DAV attention in the National DAV magazine several times this year.

Upcoming DAV
Events
DAV Mid-Winter Conference
February 21-24, 2016
Crystal Gateway Marriott
$195 per night single/double
Ph: 800-266-9432
http://www.dav.org/events/2016
-mid-winter-conference/
MN Vets Day on the Hill:
March 16, 2016
Cedar Street Armory
DAV State Convention
May 5—May 7, 2016
Holiday Inn St. Cloud
75 South 37th Ave
St. Cloud , MN
Room Rates $99.95 per night
320-253-9000
Www.holidayinn.com/stcloudmn

DAV National Convention
July 31-August 3, 2016
Hyatt Regency Atlanta
265 Peachtree St NE
Atlanta, GA 30303
Room Rates: $125 per night
DAV of MN Foundation…… What is it? What does it do?
888-421-1442
The DAV of MN Foundation is involved in fundraising for MN Disabled American Veter- http://www.dav.org/events/2016
ans programs and also provides grants to the Department of MN DAV and their Chap-national-convention/
ters and Units for state and local veteran’s service programs. The DAV of MN Foundation uses its funds three different ways:
DAV MN Fall Conference
1. Endowment – Funds that are endowed and only interest and dividends from this
October 7-8, 2016
fund are used for programs. These funds ensure the life of the Foundation. Recently
Best Western Plus
the Board of Trustees and the Executive Committee transferred another $10,000
2100 Hwy 12 East
into the endowment fund.
2. Restricted Funds – Funds that when given, the donor designated the funds be used Willmar, MN
320-231-2601
for a specific purpose so they are restricted in use and must be used as the donor
designated. Some donors prefer these funds because of their wish to give to certain
DAV MN Outdoor
programs. *see below funds
3. Unrestricted Funds – Funds that when donated are not designated for any specific
Events
program or purpose other than veterans’ programs. It is important we have undesignated funds that allow the Board of Directors to route financial grants to Chapters/Units/Organizations requesting grants for specific projects and causes servJanuary 18-20, 2016 - Lake of
ing veterans outside of our specific funds scope. Donors can also specify and desig- the Woods Ice Fishing Trip #1
nate new funds.
January 20-22, 2016- Lake of
We have many designated restricted funds established by donors to our Foundation.
the Woods Ice Fishing Trip #2
Restricted Funds
DAV National Service Officers Fund - designated for outreach, education, office equipFebruary 18-21, 2016- DAV
ment and administrative help.
Homeless/Needy Veteran Fund - to assist needy and homeless veterans with clothing Eel Pout Festival
or other emergency assistance required.
DAV Transportation Fund - designated to help support the DAV MN transportation
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(Continued on page 8)

(Continued from page 2) Adjutant/Executive Director Update

As your Department Adjutant and Executive Director, I would like to express my EXTREME GRATITUDE to the Department Officers and membership for putting their trust
in me and the HQ’s staff. The DAV MN headquarters office is here to support every one
of you. It is truly my honor and privilege to serve and represent the DAV MN. Keep up
the great work that each one of you are doing at empowering veterans to lead highquality lives with respect and dignity.
Stephen “Butch” Whitehead, Adjutant/Executive Director

DAV MN Enterprise Update
2015 was a turbulent year for the DAV of MN enterprises. Our clothing donation program experienced significant changes at the Department level and we are (currently) no
longer are involved in a vehicle donation program. Though we went through some challenging months, I am confident that we will be better for it. The underlying lesson
learned is this: just because “this is the way it has always been done” doesn’t mean it is
the best way, or even the right way. As an organization, we must diligently pursue “best
practices” in everything that we do or are involved with. The DAV MN HQ has emplaced
new procedures and strategies that will increase our overall transparency and instill
even more faith and confidence in DAV MN to our donor population. As far as numbers
go, in spite of the radical changes in our operations, we were not too far off track from
matching our performance in 2013, which was a record year for DAV MN enterprises.
I would like to personally thank the DAV MN leadership and membership for their patience and resiliency, along with their trust in the HQ staff to navigate through all of the
challenges the Department experienced over the year. We are once again set up to successfully generate steady and predictable revenue through our enterprise programs that
will ensure we can continue to provide quality programs and services for our Minnesota
veterans and their families for the foreseeable future. Happy Holidays and best wishes to
all of our members, supporters and advocates. Looking forward to witness the great
things we can accomplish in 2016Joshua Vrtacnik DAV MN Director of Operations/Deputy Adjutant

Financial One Credit Union Supports the MN DAV
Financial One Credit Union, a not for profit financial co-operative, is
proud to announce our partnership with the DAV of MN and introduce
our Eagle Platinum Visa Credit Card! A card made specifically to donate funds back to the Disabled Americans Veterans of Minnesota.

Important
Numbers &
Websites:
MN Department Office:
651-291-1212 or
Toll Free 888-317-2291
www.davmn.org
National HQ: 877-426-2838
www.dav.org
MN NSO Office: 612-970-5665
Fargo NSO Office: 701-451-4636
Mpls VA Transportation Office:
612-467-2768
St. Cloud VA Transportation Office: 320-255-6480 x6676

NW Minnesota Transportation
Office: 1-855-277-9787
NE Minnesota Transportation
Office: 218-204-0693
Metro Area Thrift Pick-up
Service: 651-487-2002
www.donatedavmn.org

Vehicle Donation: 866-920-7149
www.vehiclesforveterans.org
DAVA MN: www.davamn.org

Each time you use your Eagle Platinum Visa Credit Card, a portion will be donated back to DAVA National HQ:
the DAV of MN, so why not give back when shopping for the Holidays by applying for your www.dav.org/dava
Eagle Platinum Visa Credit Card today?
If you’ve served in the military or are affiliated with a military organization (DAV MN,
VFW, American Legion, etc.), then you’re eligible to apply for the card that gives back to
veterans.
• Low fixed rates
• No Annual Fee
• ScoreCard Rewards (eligible for airfare, hotels, cruises & more)
• No Balance Transfer Fees
Apply on-line, over the phone, or directly at one of our three branch locations. Applications are also available at most DAV MN office locations. For more information on Financial One CU Visit www.financialonecu.com. APPLY HERE: https://www.mdtapps.com/
apps/focu/loanapp.php
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MN Dept. of Vets Affairs:
651-296-2562 www.mn.gov/
mdva

LVAP Program

Vets Day on the Hill

The DAV of MN is a volunteer based organization with the
intent for Veterans to help other Veterans. With our LVAP
(Local Veterans Assistance Program) program we are able
to track our hours and show how much time we put into
helping out our fellow Veterans and what we can do for
them. Our program continues to grow everyday with more
volunteers getting involved every day and logging hours.

SAVE THE DATE! The Minnesota Commanders’ Task Force
(CTF) has tentatively been set for March 16, 2016 as Minnesota Veterans Day on the Hill. The CTF was created in 1988
and is comprised of elected commanders and appointed adjutants of nine congressionally-chartered Veterans service
organizations in Minnesota. The CTF will present their 2017
Legislative Agenda during a ceremony in the Cedar Street
Armory and all able Veterans are encouraged to attend.

Our organization grows stronger with every volunteer that
we get. With the hours we log we can show how strong we
are and our numbers can be used to gain more support for
our organization.

Watch our website for updates!

Attention! Volunteer Drivers
Needed Statewide!

For those who are already enrolled in the LVAP program
thank you for your continued support and submitting your
hours we wouldn’t be able to do it without you.

As you know, the MN DAV’s transportation network leads
the country in miles driver and veterans transported!!
Thanks to our dedicated volunteers for making this happen. The DAV could always use more help, whether you
can drive 2 hours per month or 50, any help is appreciated.

If you are interested in becoming a volunteer please find
more information at our website www.davmn.org. Help us
stand up and support our local Veterans in any way that
you can.

If you are interested in learning more, please stop in the
DAV office at the VA Medical Centers or call:
Minneapolis VAMC: Babette 612-467-2768
St. Cloud VAMC: Trent 320-255-6480 x6676
Northeast Minnesota: Dan 218-204-0693
Northwest Minnesota: Dan 855-277-9787

(Continued from page 6) DAV MN Foundation

program. This program involves the vans and volunteer
drivers who transport veterans to and from their medical
appointments at the VA Medical Center from across Minnesota .
DAV Department Office Fund - to assist the DAV Department office with education, office equipment and outreach.
DAV Auxiliary Fund - to assist the Auxiliary Department
with travel expenses, education and equipment.
Veterans on the Lake Fund - designated to assist the Veterans on the Lake Resort in Ely, MN. This resort provides
unique fishing resort opportunities for veterans.
Minneapolis, St. Cloud, or Fargo VAVS Fund - to help the
Volunteer Services at the VAMC with expenses incurred
with the volunteer programs and provide finances for DAV
and DA VA programs targeting veterans
Minneapolis, Hastings, Fergus Falls, Silver Bay or
Luverne Veterans Home Fund - designated to help each
of the 5 MN veterans’ homes with their outreach programs
Armed Forces Service Center (AFSC) Fund - designated
to assist with monthly expenses they incur by providing
support to veterans and their families at the Mpls/St. Paul
International Airport
Disabled Veterans Rest Camp on Big Marine – to provide funds to the camp for veterans.
MN DAV Outdoors for Disabled Veterans – This fund is
used to provide funds for the various hunting and fishing
programs we have for disabled veterans throughout the
state of Minnesota. Remember: “WE MAKE A LIVING BY
WHAT WE GET... BUT WE MAKE A LIFE BY WHAT WE
GIVE”.
Serving You and MN DAV;
Stephen Whitehead, Executive Director
Greg Remus, State Commander
Lauri Brooke, Board Chair

Thank you to our volunteers for their dedication!

DAV Mid-Winter Conference
The DAV Mid-Winter Conference will be held February
21st-24th in Arlington, VA. A variety of informative workshops covering Dept. & Chapter duties,
Communications, I.G., Legislative, Membership, and Voluntary Services will be presented. Top VA officials will speak on VA
Claims & Health Care Benefits. DAV National Commander Joseph Johnston will
address the House & Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee on Capitol Hill.
On Wednesday (24th) Our Department will host a breakfast from 8-10 a.m. (location To be determined) for Minnesota legislators and their staff to discuss the DAV’s top legislative priorities.. Travelers should plan on departing MN
on Saturday and return flights should be no earlier than 2
pm on the 24th. A block of rooms has been reserved at
the Crystal Gateway Marriott for $195 per night. Call 800266-9432 to make your room reservation. All Minnesota
members who are planning to attend are requested to contact Department Adjutant Whitehead
(stephen@davmn.org) no later than Feb 5th.
The department has set funds aside to help cover some
travel costs for DAVMN Members to attend, please check
with your local chapter for details
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Northwest Minnesota Deer Hunt

DIVI Helps Do Good for DAV

It is every hunter’s favorite time of year when the temps
are dropping and the frost is starting to sit on the ground
for a few hours each morning. Its deer season a MN holiday and the DAV Outdoors will be spending opening
weekend in the NW MN woods. I had the honor of sitting
out in the stand with three Veterans who were able to
join me on this hunt. But the way the weather was looking
with snow coming in and temperatures dropping it was
for sure to be a good weekend.

We are thrilled to announce our partnership with DIVI,
a Minneapolis based company that has launched ‘DIVI
UP’, a mobile app connecting consumers with deals at
surrounding businesses while sharing a portion of their
savings with a charity of their choice. It is an easy way
to incorporate giving to your favorite charity on a daily
basis. Save money. Do good. DIVI UP!
For consumers, DIVI UP is a way to save money while
donating to a cause they care about. For businesses,
DIVI UP offers a free mobile marketing platform that
also allows them to support a charity of their
choice. For organizations like ours, it is a way to reach a
new donor base and engage with our supports. Win/
Win/Win!

We started off the weekend on Friday by checking out the
stands and getting familiar with the area so that everyone
knew where they would be in the morning and have an
easier time trying to sneak in when the darkness was still
upon us. After we got familiarized with the area we all
headed down to the local legion in Bagley, MN the Irvin
Blix Legion Post 16 where the Sons of the American Legion Fed us all an amazing walleye dinner to help us get
ready for the next morning.

This free app is available to download in the iTunes App
Store® and on Google Play®! We encourage you to
download it, use it and spread the word that DIVI UP is
an easy way to save money and support veterans. You
get a deal, we get a donation! Go to www.diviup.org to
find out more about DIVI and our partnership.

Once Saturday morning rolled around we left Bemidji at
0530 and headed out to our stand. It was definitely a
beautiful morning when we got into the woods I can’t remember ever having a more beautiful day this time of
year. As soon as we got settled in we could
here movement in the woods all around us
which is always a hopeful sign. Wouldn’t
you know it once we got a little too comfortable we had a really nice doe come
running right underneath our stand and a
very big buck following right behind her.
Unfortunately they didn’t hang around or
even give a chance to get a shot off. Just
another story of heartache in the deer
stand that we have all gone through before.

MORE ABOUT DIVI: DIVI is a new Minneapolis based
company that is raising the bar to a new standard of
corporate giving by donating half of its revenue to their
nonprofit partners. Not a few percent, not a “portion of
proceeds” – HALF of everything, even before they cover
their own costs. They are building a model to promote
and support
local businesses, fund
charitable
projects and
organizations, and
sponsor local events
while
providing
consumers
with a great
mobile
shopping
experience
with no ads
and no spam
emails or
texts.

All in all we had a great weekend and we were able to put
eyes on a great number of deer all weekend long but despite all of the deer that we saw no shots were taken. All
of the Veterans we had out wanted to wait for the right
deer and unfortunately the perfect deer never came. But
there is no doubt that this will be one of my most memorable opening weekends we had a great time and made
some great memories. There is nothing that I enjoy more
than getting into the outdoors with fellow Veterans and
see what this great world has to offer us.
And as always we would like to throw out a special
thanks to our host up in NW MN we would not have had
so much fun without their help. Our host are very great
people and we are very thankful to have met them and
been able to spend some time with them and getting to
know them as well. And a huge thank you also goes out to
the American Legion in Bagley for such a great meal and
welcoming hospitality.

Don’t you
want to save
money and
do good?
Download
and DIVI UP!
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Department of Minnesota
State Veterans Service Bldg.
Saint Paul, MN 55155
POSTMASTER-Please do not return

Department Officers 2015-2016
Commander. . . . . . . . ….. …........……….Greg Remus
Sr. Vice Commander .. . . . . ……... . …Mick Aguirre
1st Jr. Vice Commander…..…….. ..Robert Saddoris
2nd Jr. Vice Commander . . . …........ …. .. .Rick Jarvis
3rd Jr. Vice Commander……...……....Dave Wentzel
4th Jr. Vice Commander…….………...Gerry Holkko
Treasurer . . . . . . . .. . .. . ... . . ………Dean Ascheman
Judge Advocate . . . . . ... . . . . .……..…..Scott Berndt
Chaplain.. . . . . . . . . . . . .. …...... ……Richard Jenkins
Past Dept. Commander……….……David Valtinson
Adjutant………….. …..Stephen “Butch” Whitehead
Auxiliary Officers 2015-2016
Commander . . . . . .. . .. . . …... . .. …..Laurie Pekarik
Sr. Vice Commander. . . .. . ... . . ……... .Cindy Jones
1st Jr. Vice Commander . . ………….Linda Wenzel
2nd Jr. Vice Commander . . ... …… …...Lea Remily
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . .... .. . . . . .….Nancy Berndt
Judge Advocate . . . . . . . ..... ... .. . . …Lois McCarron
Past Dept. Commander. . . ... . . . ….Karen Siltanen
Adjutant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . …. . .....LeeAnn Karg

Important Numbers / Websites:
MN Department Office: 651-291-1212 or
Toll Free 888-317-2291 www.davmn.org
Metro Area Thrift Pick-up Service: 651-487-2002
www.donatedavmn.org
National HQ: 877-426-2838 or www.dav.org
DAVA National HQ: www.dav.org/dava
MN NSO Office: 612-970-5665
Fargo NSO Office: 701-451-4636
Mpls Transportation Office: 612-467-2768
St. Cloud Transport Office: 320-255-6480 x6676
Northwest Transportation Office: 855-277-9787
Northeast Transportation Office: 218-204-0693
MN Dept of Vets Affairs: 651-296-2562
www.mdva.state.mn.us
Vets Link Line: 888-546-2838 or
www.minnesotaveteran.org
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