December 2014

Disabled American Veterans,
Department of Minnesota
“FULFILLING OUR PROMI SES TO THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO SERVED ”

Seasons Greetings from Commander Valtinson
It’s beginning to look a lot like winter and the Holiday Season is upon
us so as we move into celebrating
with our families I would like to
remind everyone that it is a very
special time of year so please drive
careful and enjoy your time with
your family this season.
It has been a very busy year so far and we are moving in the
right direction. I would like to send a huge thank you to our
department staff for making sure we have all of the tools we
need to succeed through every obstacle that comes up.

also participated in the Drive for your Community event held
at Apple Ford in Apple Valley in MN. Through this event people came and test drove cars around town and for every test
drive that took place Ford donated $20 to the DAV. So overall
a great event for the DAV of MN.
MN is sitting very well in the membership department right
now we only have nine chapters left to meet goal and each of
those chapters are very close. MN is currently first in our division and second in the nation so thank you to all of our
members that are out there recruiting.

The DAV Outdoors program is up and running in full swing
so make sure to go to davmn.org and click on outdoors to see
Looking back through this fall we all gathered in Baxter for
what events are coming up.
our Fall Conference which was a great event and was very
Also keep in mind that DAV Mid-winter conference in Washdelightful to see all of you that could make it. As most of you ington DC is coming up and I encourage all of you to attend if
know myself and Adjutant Whitehead had to leave a little
you are able to this year so that you can see what new things
early so that we could get out to Washington DC to attend
the DAV National are coming up with for the future.
DAV Nationals Veterans Disabled for Life Memorial held on
Remember the holiday season is a time to be with our famiOctober 5th. This an experience I will never forget to see what lies but let us not forget those Veterans who haven’t made it
we can accomplish if we stick to it and to see how this Memo- home to their families yet and let us keep them in our prayrial brings all of us Disabled Veterans together.
ers to make it home safely. Please be safe on the winter roads
and enjoy your holidays.
The DAV of MN held a very successful coat drive from December 8-12 of 2014 which turned out to be very fulfilling
with all of the coats that we collected for Veterans in MN. We David Valtinson, State Commander

DAV MN Enterprise Update
Greetings DAV MN and Auxiliary Members, Supporters and Affiliates:

Once again it seems another year has flown by. All in all, it was another great year for the DAV MN Enterprises. The Chapters participating in the DAV MN thrift program continue to do extremely well. I am continuously impressed by the dedication and hard work put forth by our Chapter volunteers to ensure we have the necessary funding available to effectively service our local veterans and their families. Hats off to those of you that continue to
make the Chapter thrift programs so successful. A few key topics as we go forward:


The “Cash for Causes” program is still available for use by Chapters and Auxiliary to host community
clothing drives with other non-profits in your local communities. If you have a non-profit organization (school, church, VSO, etc.) that is looking to raise some additional funds, this program is a great
opportunity to make a significant impact. Several Chapters have conducted these events since our
(Continued on page 4)

From the Adjutant/Executive Director’s Desk
What can I say about the DAV that you all
do not already know, you are all part of the
best veterans organization. The DAV MN
continues to grow and support the ever
growing need of taking care of those that
have made sacrifices for our nation, the
disabled veterans. It is such an honor to be
your Department Adjutant. I am blessed to
be part of such a great organization, that each and every day
the members of the DAV continue to surprise me at all the
great work you all do.

zations purpose and we clearly know that many veterans
and their families wake up every morning with a better
quality of life because of MN DAV. Our challenge is that we
need to ensure our communities are aware of what we do
and what we have accomplished and I ask that our Chapter
leadership take special steps (as I am) to blow our horn in
our communities. Here at the Department, we will be bringing on a part-time public relations person to help get our
message out to the public. Let me share some of my highlights as your State Adjutant / Foundation Executive Director:
* A special “thank you” to the entire volunteer the DAV has
I cannot begin to tell you how proud I am of DAV of MN and especially all the volunteer drivers and county drivers that
their service to veterans in MN. There has been highlight
get the disabled veteran to their medical appointments.
after highlight every month that this organization does.
* MN being recognized for their recruiting efforts at the NaMany of our chapters have outstanding community protional Convention
grams, many of our members and families are in volunteer
* Our booth at the MN State Fair was very effective in passprograms and making a difference in their communities.
ing on information to visitors.
Our organization continues to grow because of our impact in * The transportation in NW MN has been a huge success. It
statewide communities. Our business enterprises, both at
continues to grow each month.
State and Chapter levels, continue to work magic, thanks to * Our MN DAV Outdoors program has been launched and we
our donors. Our MN DAV Donor Connection program and
have been sponsors of fishing programs, turkey, pheasant,
our VAMC transportation continue to lead the nation in
goose and deer hunts for disabled veterans and we continue
miles driven, volunteer hours and veterans transported and to expand that program working with other VSOs, and Midthe awareness of MN DAV in many of our communities is
west Outdoors Unlimited.
growing rapidly.
* Our State Officers and Dept. Service Officer stand ready to
visit chapters and we ask that you ensure you plan for a visit
We have so much to be proud of as we perform our organi(Continued on page 6)

Greetings from the Auxiliary Adjutant
Happy Holidays to You!

more, etc.

Our homes smell as good from all the cookies, snacks and candy as we prepare for family gatherings! We busy ourselves with decorations, cleaning, gift wrapping and addressing Christmas cards. It is the season of
joy, love and family!

By the time you read this, the Veterans Medical Centers have
had their Holiday parties. What a great time to visit with our
Veterans and share stories, say ‘thank you’ for your service. I
am sure Monroe Crossing will be at their finest again!
There are some jars of apple butter in my home waiting to be
wrapped for some very special men this year. That gift of our
time and something homemade always warms a heart and
tells them they are special!

Auxiliary members have been busy little elves as they visit
shut ins, help with parties and remembering. Are there any
members we have forgotten? It is also the season that many
wish would by-pass quickly. For our Gold Star families, it is a
reminder of an empty chair, a missed voice. For our Blue Star
families, it is missing a loved one as they stand protecting our
freedoms. Again, an empty chair/voice at their table. For
some of our members, it is that first holiday without their
loved one; again that empty chair/voice at their table. We
live in Minnesota, a time of year where many are stuck in
their homes unable to be outside or go shopping. How many
of our veterans are homeless in our towns or in a shelter?

As the New Year approaches, units can expect a package in
the mail with yearend reports. It is hard
to believe in a few short months we will
see each other at Spring Convention in
Mankato.

In the meantime, Brad and I wish you all a
very Merry Christmas and an awesome
New Year filled with many blessings.
From our home to yours, may it be filled
We all know someone that has had a hard time this past year. with lots of love, hugs and prayers.
As members let’s reach out to them and extend a hand of
friendship. Let’s share a plate of goodies with the neighbor
Marilyn Hardt, Dept. Adjutant
that lives alone, a member that can’t make meetings anyDAV Auxiliary
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DAV of MN Outdoors Continues to Grow
The DAV of MN Outdoors program is continuing to grow more and more each day. We are growing into the ability to support
our chapters more and more as they need us to assist or support events that they would like to put on in their chapter area.
The number one question I get is what is the DAV of MN Outdoors? It would be impossible to sum it all up in one word but if
one had to do so the words would most likely be: opportunity, camaraderie, fun, and relaxing. Our trips are open to all Disabled Veterans and are designed to be as stress free as possible. For some these trips are the trip of a lifetime and an opportunity some Veterans wouldn’t be able to do on their own without the support of fellow veterans.
In most cases when Veterans arrive for these trips they don’t know many of the other Veterans on the trip but by the time
they leave everyone seems like old friends. Ask anyone who has attended these trips it doesn’t matter what time frame you
served in we all share that common bond of service and we all have similar stories to share. This program truly offers a
unique experience you won’t find anywhere else.
The Outdoors Program started as a small idea of taking a few Veterans out fishing and relaxing for a day on the lake and has
exploded into an entire program of getting Veterans back into the outdoors and also into indoor activities when they feel
they can no longer do so or have the capability to do so anymore. We have expanded into being able to support our chapters
in several types of events as well so that we can hold even more events around MN. So if your chapter or know of a chapter
who is interested in hosting an event please let us know.
As we continue to grow it is our goal to service as many Disabled Veterans as we possibly can and help them get back into
the things they once loved or are just trying to get involved in. If you are a Veteran or you know a Veteran who may be interested please have them contact us so we can help get them involved. These trips are free of charge to the Veterans the only
thing required by the Veteran is to find transportation to and from the event. Due to MN being a large state and Veterans
coming from all around the state we are unable to provide transportation to get Veterans to events. But we do help connect
Veterans to ride share if they are from a close by area.
As we continue to grow we would like to thank all of our sponsors for your continued support and all of our Veterans who
have attended one of our trips. We at the DAV of MN hope you have a Happy Holidays and we hope to see you soon.
John Carson,
DAV MN Outdoors Event Coordinator
John@davmn.org
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(Continued from page 1) Enterprise Update

May Convention with great success. The process is relatively simple and I am happy
to work with you on the details. Please contact me if you need more info or would
like to set up a local C4C event.




Many of you are likely aware of the media coverage around the Thanksgiving
timeframe in regards to the MN Attorney General’s investigation into Savers and its
relationship with partner non-profit organizations. The DAV MN commends Attorney General Swanson for diligently protecting the interests of Minnesota residents
and donors from potentially fraudulent entities. For the purposes of this newsletter,
DAV MN is dedicated to upholding the highest standards in relation to all of our operations. To our knowledge, there are no significant deficiencies in our thrift program and the rate at which we are compensated for donated items is comparable to
similar programs throughout the nation. As a direct result of our enterprise programs, we are stronger and better prepared than we have ever been to service the
future needs of our Minnesota Veterans and their families. If you know of anyone
that would like further details about the DAV MN enterprise programs, please direct them to contact me. I am always willing to explain why and how the DAV MN
operations allow us to effectively accomplish our mission.

DAV Day with the
Minnesota Twins!
Mark your calendar for this year’s
DAV outing to Target Field to
watch the Minnesota Twins take
on the Detroit Tigers on Sunday
July 12, 2015, time
1:10pm.
Tickets are $40
each (Ticket automatically comes
"loaded" with a $10
of food and beverage credit that is
redeemed at any concession
stand!).

Put the date on your calendar so
that you can make plans to watch
Department is taking orders for any Chapters interested in receiving either the fullthe State Commander attempt to
size or mini DAV MN donation bins in the Spring. Please contact me if your Chapthrow out the first pitch!
ter/Unit is considering ordering any new bins so I can make an accurate request to
the manufacturer.
More info will be posted on our

I consider it an honor to serve the DAV MN and to ensure we have the resources available to take care of our Minnesota Veterans and their families well into the future. I welcome all questions and feedback, so please do not hesitate to contact me directly. Thank
you for all you do in support of our local veterans and I wish everyone a truly joyous
holiday season.

website when finalized.

LVAP/VAVS
Reporting

Chapter & Unit Leaders! Make sure
you are reporting LVAP (Local VolJoshua Vrtacnik, Director of Operations/Deputy Adjutant
unteer Assistance Program) hours
Ph: 651-291-1212 x202 or email Josh@davmn.org
monthly! Whether its helping
MN DAV National Service Office—Fort Snelling
your chapter at a local fair, visiting
Many veterans are not able to get to and from medical appointments, DAV is there, with a local nursing home, color guard,
the DAV Transportation Network to get them to their appointments to the Department of it can all be counted towards
LVAP!
Veterans Affairs Medical Centers. Likewise, many veterans need assistance to develop
and file claims and or appeals for benefits administered by the Department of Veterans
Questions on getting started or
Affairs (VA), again, DAV is there, with the Mobile Service Office (MSO).
how to report please contact:
John Carson State LVAP Chair
It began in 1974 when a caravan of six motor homes, converted into rolling offices, allowed DAV National Service Officers (NSOs) to take their services to the suburbs and ru- Phone: 651-291-1212
ral areas of America, most often great distances away from NSO offices. This mission of Fax: 651-291-0115
service continues with two NSOs traveling into local communities to assist veterans and Email: john@davmn.org
their dependents with their claims and appeals.
With the growing need for assistance with filing VA claims and appeals, the MN DAV NSO
office is gearing up to hit the road on their annual MSO trips. In 2015, the MN DAV NSO
office will be hitting the road in July and November, to offer assistance with navigating VA
benefits.
If you or your veteran community is needing the assistance with VA benefits,
reach out to your local DAV Chapter and Unit to sponsor the DAV MSO to roll into
your community. Getting involved in your local DAV Chapter and Unit is one of the
many ways you can reach out to fellow veterans and their dependents in your
community. Bring the service to them. If you need to get in touch with a National
Service Officer , you can do so by calling our office at 612-970-5665.
Jon Retzer, National Service Office Supervisor
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The redesigned MSO (Mobile Service Office)

Minnesota Military Radio
Schedule

On Nov 1, 2010 we started a Minnesota Military public affairs
program on Twin Cities News talk, AM 1130 with the full support of the Minnesota National Guard and the MN Department
of Veterans Affairs (MDVA). Our mission was to tell the story
of the military in MN, the Yellow Ribbon program to support
our troops and their families, veterans benefits from the
MDVA and interview the heroes among us who have served in
the military and gone to war. Since that date we have built a
network of stations in MN that air the program each week as
you will see below. If you cannot get the show in your area,
ask your local radio station to contact us at the website:
www.minnesotamilitaryradio.com and we will be happy to
provide content to them, free, each and every week. You can
also listen to the podcasts of the show on the website at your
convenience.















With a team of producers from the Minnesota National Guard,
Department of Veterans Affairs, and Minneapolis V.A., volunteer host and Vietnam veteran Tom Lyons strives to inform
and entertain listeners in this weekly syndicated show and
podcast. Through captivating historic interviews with veterans of all eras, we also endeavor to preserve their stories of
heroism before they are forgotten.









A Station Near You
Twin Cities News Talk and iHeartMedia, Minneapolis generously donate studio and staff time, technical expertise and the
equipment needed to produce the show both in-studio and
live from remote sites. Even with this considerable investment, iHeartMedia continues to offer the show free of charge
to stations throughout Minnesota.





Twin Cites News/Talk AM 1130– Sunday @ 0700
Our Country WyRQ 92.1 (Little Falls) – Sunday @ 0700
AM 960 KLTF (Little Falls) – Sunday @ 1200
AM 1320 KOZY (Grand Rapids) – Sunday @ 0600
106.1 BOB FM (Ramsey) – Saturday @ 0630
KLFD AM 1410 (Litchfield) – Sunday @ 1500
KXRA 1490 AM (Alexandria) – Sunday @ 1300
News Channel KPMI 1300 AM (Bemidji) – Sunday @ 1200
KCHK AM 1350 (New Prague) – Saturday @ 0600
KRDS 95.5 FM (New Prague) – Saturday @ 0600
KDWA AM 1460 (Hastings) – Sunday @1200
KDMA AM 1460 (Montevideo) – Sunday @ 1200
KRUE AM 1170 (Owatonna/Waseca) – Saturday @ 0600
KLGR AM 1490/FM 95.9 (Redwood Falls) – Sat. @ 1100
KWLM AM 1340/FM 96.3 (Willmar) – Saturday @ 1800
KAUS AM 1480 (Austin) – Sundays @ 1800
KATE AM 1450 (Albert Lea) – Sundays @ 1200
AM 1190 KKOJ (Jackson) – Sundays @1500
AM 800 KQAD (Luverne) – Saturdays @ 0900
KLOH 1050 AM (Pipestone) – Sundays @ 1730
WDSM AM 710 (Duluth/Superior) – Sundays @ 0900
KDDG-FM 105.5 (Albany) – Saturdays @ 0630

Update from the St. Cloud HSC/DSO Office
Season’s greetings from the St. Cloud VA! It’s hard to believe it has already been six months since I took over the DAV of
MN’s office here at the St. Cloud VAMC. Things have been progressing nicely here over the past six months. I have worked
hard to establish new relationships and continue to develop existing relationships with the VA staff here. One such new
relationship is an assistance program through which the DAV of MN has been able to provide assistance to Veterans who
are returning to work through VA programs. For an average cost of $30 a Veteran ,we have been very successful at assisting Veterans overcome some of the barriers that could delay their return to the workforce such as new clothes, bus tokens,
etc.
I have also continued to work closely with the VA to recruit new drivers. My goal is to expand our transportation services
to better assist Veterans who are facing transportation issues. We have an excellent group of Volunteers here and continue
to bring in new Volunteers to increase our services for Veterans. If you are in the St. Cloud area or know of someone in this
area who may be interested in Volunteering they can contact me to find out more and begin the process.
Looking back on my first six months, I would like to thank the members of the DAV of MN for making me feel welcomed as I
have transitioned here. It has been wonderful to get the opportunity to meet so many of you. I have thoroughly enjoyed my
first six months with this organization and I look forward to continuing to work closely with you all to develop our programs in this area. If you are in the St. Cloud area please feel free to stop by my office to chat.
Have a great holiday season!
Trent Dilks , St. Cloud VA Department Service Officer/Hospital Service Coordinator
Trent@davmn.org; Office- (320) 252-1670 ext.6676; Cell (651) 788-3186
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(Continued from page 2) Adjutant/Executive Director

and make an invite in your Chapter annual plan.
* We recently attended the 14th District Meeting in Fargo
along with South Dakota, North Dakota, and Montana.
* We continue to distribute Hurrycanes throughout MN and
14th district donated by Martfive Co. To date they have donated over 10,000 Hurrycanes to MN DAV.
* Our MN DAV Donor Connection program is another bit of
DAV magic where we will end the year with over $750,000
worth of handicapped equipment being transferred from donors to disabled veterans and/or their families. The donor
connect program would not be as successful as it is without
the hard work and dedication of Gerry Falkowski and the
Chapters hard work. Our Chapters are delivering pieces of
medical equipment all across the state. Furthermore, several
of our Chapters have established their
own donor connection programs.
* More and more of our chapters are
participating in our Thrift program with
outstanding results I would like to share
just a few Chapter highlights:
* Few chapters collaborating with nonprofits in their communities to host a
“Cash for Causes” or also known as
“C4C”.
* Anoka Chapter #37 for all the great
community support activities they do.
Such as, packaging food for homeless
veterans in Mankato where they packaged THOUSANDS of
meals.
* Public relations and Community awareness of DAV
* Expanding our transportation program to the NE MN area.
* Our legislative priorities and communication of same to
State and Federal legislators.
 Our fundraising programs (5K run, Golf benefit, etc.)
 New MN Outdoors programs

Attention! Volunteer Drivers
Needed Statewide!
As you know, the MN DAV’s transportation network leads
the country in miles driver and veterans transported!!
Thanks to our dedicated volunteers for making this happen. The DAV could always use more help, whether you
can drive 2 hours per month or 50, any help is appreciated.
If you are interested in learning more, please stop in the
DAV office at the VA Medical Centers or call:
Minneapolis VAMC: Babette 612-467-2768
St. Cloud VAMC: Trent 320-255-6480 x6676
Thank you to our volunteers for their dedication!

DAV Mid-Winter Conference
The DAV Mid-Winter Conference will be held February
22nd-25th in Arlington, VA. A variety of informative workshops covering Dept. & Chapter duties, Communications,
I.G., Legislative, Membership, and Voluntary Services will
be presented. Top VA officials will speak
on VA Claims & Health Care Benefits. DAV
National Commander Joseph Johnston will
address the House & Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee on Capitol Hill.

As you can see, WE DO MAKE A DIFFERENCE thanks to so
many of you and our donors. BE PROUD and HAPPY
HOLIDAYS to you and your loved ones, as we move
through the holiday season do something special for a
disabled veteran in need.

On Wednesday (25th) Our Department
will host a breakfast from 8-10 a.m. for our
10 legislators and their staff to discuss the
DAV’s top legislative priorities. We have a special reservation to hold this breakfast at the Library of Congress.
Travelers should plan on departing MN on Saturday and
return flights should be no earlier than 2 pm on the 25th.
A block of rooms has been reserved at the Crystal Gateway
Marriott for $190 per night. Call 800-266-9432 to make
your room reservation. All Minnesota members who are
planning to attend are requested to contact Department
Adjutant Whitehead (stephen@davmn.org) no later than
Feb 6th.

Stephen Whitehead,
DAV MN Adjutant, & Executive Director

Vets Day on the Hill
SAVE THE DATE! The Minnesota Commanders’ Task Force
(CTF) has tentatively been set for March 4, 2015 as Minnesota Veterans Day on the Hill. The CTF was created in 1988
and is comprised of elected commanders and appointed adjutants of nine congressionally-chartered Veterans service
organizations in Minnesota. The CTF will present their 2016
Legislative Agenda during a ceremony in the Cedar Street
Armory and all able Veterans are encouraged to attend.

The department has set funds aside to help cover some
travel costs for DAVMN Members to attend, please check
with your local chapter for details

Watch our website for updates!
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Successful Year for the MN DAV Donor Connect Program
The Minnesota Foundation DAV Donor Connect Program had another successful year.
During 2014 over 600 pieces of used durable medical equipment valued at over
$750,000 was transferred to Minnesota Veterans and/or family members across the
state. The program has been in place several years with the goal to help build better
lives for all Minnesota Veterans and their families at no cost to tax payers. All donations
are fully tax deductible.

Upcoming DAV
Events

DAV Mid-Winter Conference
February 22-25, 2015
Crystal Gateway Marriott
$190 per night single/double
Ph: 800-266-9432
We wish to thank the many partners and friends that continue to help make the program http://www.dav.org/events/2015
successful including; DAV Chapters, County Veteran Service Officers, Beyond the Yellow -mid-winter-conference/
Ribbon Organization, Veterans of Foreign Wars, American Legion, Transtech Mobility,
Midwest Outdoors Unlimited, and MN Social Services. Several of our DAV Chapters across
MN Vets Day on the Hill:
the state have designated equipment coordinators focused on collecting and dispersing
March 4, 2015
equipment to meet the needs of Veterans in their area. Locations include; Minneapolis
Cedar Street Armory
Chapter 1, St Paul Chapter 2, Duluth Chapter 6, Bemidji Chapter 7, St Cloud Chapter 9,
Mankato Chapter 10, Little Falls Chapter 12, Grand Rapids Chapter 13, New Ulm Chapter
15, Carlton County Chapter 18, Detroit Lakes Chapter 31, Hutchinson Chapter 37, Anoka DAV State Convention
Chapter 39.
April 30—May 2, 2015
Mankato City Center Hotel
Below are a few examples of our Veterans and/or Family Members receiving used dura101 East Main St.
ble equipment donations.
Room Rates $95 per night
507-345-1234
Www.mankatomnhotel.com

Old Glory Run
May 16, 2015
Cold Spring, MN
DAV MN Foundation Golf Classic
June 3, 2015
The Wilds Golf Club
In addition, over 1,000 HuryCanes donated by Martfive Company have been dispersed to
Prior Lake, MN
Veterans all across the state of Minnesota.
Power Chair -WWII
Veteran

Power Chair-Korean Vet

Wheelchair ramp for
WWII Veteran Wife

Lift Chair for Vietnam
Veteran

Arrow Electronics donated eleven new folding wheel chairs as part of their “Build a
Wheelchair” team building exercise involved the assembling of 11 new folding wheelchairs and upon completion of the exercise, the chairs were quality inspected and presented to the DAV of MN Foundations Donor Connect Program. Each team wrote and
attached a letter for the Veteran receiving the chair.
To the owner of this new wheelchair!
It is our honor to assemble this chair in the
hopes that it will provide a positive turn in
your life. We thank you for your service to our
country. Your time of service and dedication
does not go unnoticed and is very much appreciated. It is because of people like you that
we live in the great U.S.A., in a world of freedom and choices. Thank you for your unwavering bravery! We are happy to have gotten
the opportunity to help make a positive
change in your life.
Thank You! Arrow Electronics

DAV MN Fall Conference
October 9-10. 2015
Holiday Inn, Lake Elmo
(Previously the Wildwood Lodge)
8555 Hudson Blvd
Lake Elmo, MN
651-714-8068
Rates $89.00 per night

Ways to Connect
to the MN DAV

Arrow Electronics Team doing quality
inspection of donated wheelchairs.

We are pleased that through this program we are answering so many unmet needs for
Veterans and their families in Minnesota.
If you have any questions about the Donor Connect Program, contact program manager
Gerry Falkowski, at 651-210-1161 or email: g.falkowski@charter.net.
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Look us up on
Twitter! @DAVofMN
Be our “friend” on
Facebook
www.facebook.com/
mndav
We still have our spot on the
web also, stop by and visit
www.davmn.org

Important
Numbers &
Websites:

Walz Bill to Name Mankato Vets Facility After Late
War Hero on it’s way to the President’s Desk
Representative Tim Walz announced that the U.S. Senate passed his bipartisan bill to name the Community-Based Outpatient Clinic (CBOC) in
Mankato, MN after late war hero and local legend Lyle Pearson, formally
of North Mankato, who passed away January 11, 2013. The entire Minnesota U.S. House of Representatives Congressional Delegation cosponsored the legislation and it passed the House of Representatives in
June. The bill now heads to the President to be signed into law.
Pearson enlisted in the US Army Air Corps in May of 1942. After completing training as a pilot for the B-17 bomber, he was assigned to the
15th Air Force in Europe. First Lieutenant Pearson flew the equivalent of 50 combat missions over occupied territory until he was shot down over Italy in December of 1944. He
spent six months as a prisoner of war until the camp was liberated in May 1945. Lyle was
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, multiple Air Medals, and the Purple Heart for his
bravery.

MN Department Office:
651-291-1212 or
Toll Free 888-317-2291
www.davmn.org
National HQ: 877-426-2838
www.dav.org
MN NSO Office: 612-970-5665
Mpls VA Transportation Office:
612-467-2768

“Lyle Pearson was the true definition of an American hero,” Representative Walz said.
“Through his lifelong dedication to service, both in and out of uniform, Lyle left a profound
St. Cloud VA Transportation Ofand everlasting impact on southern Minnesota and the country as a whole.”
fice: 320-255-6480 x6676

After the war, Lyle rejoined his wife at their family farm, but the desire to serve never left
him. Beginning in 1957, Lyle administered programs for the Nicollet County Juvenile Court NW Minnesota Transportation
and Nicollet County Court Services, first as the Chief Probation Officer and then as the DiOffice: 1-855-277-9787
rector of Court Services. In 1969, he was named the Minnesota Corrections Man of the
Year. In 1961, he served as the Minnesota Department Commander of the Disabled American Veterans (DAV) and in 1975, as National Commander, presenting legislative programs Fargo NSO Office: 701-451-4636
on behalf of the DAV to the House and Senate Veterans Affairs Committees.
Throughout his life, Lyle served in various community leadership positions, including as a
board member of the Minnesota Valley Action Council, 4-H club leader, fight judge for the
Golden Gloves Boxing program, and for over 54 years as a volunteer at the St. Peter State
Hospital. *News Release from Representative Walz' 12/4/2014*

Financial One Credit Union Supports the MN DAV
Financial One Credit Union, a not for profit financial co-operative, is
proud to announce our partnership with the DAV of MN and introduce
our Eagle Platinum Visa Credit Card! A card made specifically to donate funds back to the Disabled Americans Veterans of Minnesota.

Metro Area Thrift Pick-up
Service: 651-487-2002
www.donatedavmn.org
Vehicle Donation: 866-920-7149
www.vehiclesforveterans.org
DAVA National HQ:
www.dav.org/dava

Each time you use your Eagle Platinum Visa Credit Card, a portion will be donated back to MN Dept. of Vets Affairs:
the DAV of MN, so why not give back when shopping for the Holidays by applying for your
651-296-2562 www.mn.gov/
Eagle Platinum Visa Credit Card today?
mdva

If you’ve served in the military or are affiliated with a military organization (DAV MN,
VFW, American Legion, etc.), then you’re eligible to apply for the card that gives back to
veterans.
• Low fixed rates
• No Annual Fee
• ScoreCard Rewards (eligible for airfare, hotels, cruises & more)
• No Balance Transfer Fees
Apply on-line, over the phone, or directly at one of our three branch locations. Applications are also available at most DAV MN office locations. For more information on Financial One CU Visit www.financialonecu.com. APPLY HERE: https://www.mdtapps.com/
apps/focu/loanapp.php
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DAV of MN Apparel: http://
davmn.org/members/dav-stores/

You are invited to a Testimonial Dinner
Honoring LeeAnn Karg
Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary
National Commander
Friday April 10, 2015
Hospitality Room Woodlawn
Host Bar 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm
Saturday April 11, 2015
5:00 pm social
6:00 pm Dinner
The Riverside Room
Hilton Minneapolis/St. Paul Airport Mall of America Hotel
3800 American Boulevard East
Bloomington, Minnesota
The favor of a reply is requested by March 20, 2015
M. _________________________
__ # of attendees
__ # will be unable to attend
Meal choice:
__ New York Strip Steak __ Panko Herb Crusted Walleye
__ Merlot Glazed Grilled Chicken Breast __ Vegetarian __ Gluten Free
Reply to: Van Karg
21644 746th Ave
Dassel, MN 55325
1-320-275-3453

LeeAnn Karg Testimonial Dinner
Hotel Accommodations
The Hilton Minneapolis/St. Paul Airport
Mall Of America
3800 American Boulevard East
Bloomington, Minnesota
1-952-854-2100
Room rate $89.00 plus tax single or double
Refer to DAVA room block and reserve rooms by March 20, 2015 to ensure special
rate.
The Hotel is about 5 minutes from the MSP International Airport.
The Hotel furnishes a shuttle to & from the airport.
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Minnesota DAV
Transportation
Route Info
For rides to the VA Medical Centers in Minneapolis & Saint Cloud,
Routes vary daily, please contact
the office :
Mpls VA Transportation Office:
612-467-2768
St. Cloud VA Transportation
Office: 320-255-6480 x6676
Northwest Minnesota
Transportation:
Toll Free: 1-855-277-9787

NW MN Routes as follows:
Park Rapids—Fargo: Friday
Nevis—Fargo: Wednesday
Bemidji—Fargo: Weds/Thurs
Wheaton—Fargo #1: Thursday
Wheaton—Fargo #2: Wednesday
Wheaton– St. Cloud #3: Monday
The Transportation Offices are
always looking for Volunteer drivers. Whether you can help one
day a week or one day a month,
contact the office nearest you for
details. Also check with your
County Veteran Service Office to
see if your county is looking for
Volunteer drivers!

Appeal from the DAV of MN Foundation
We recently celebrated Veterans Day and we certainly felt it was every DAV members’ duty to keep the memory of our wartime sacrifice alive in the hearts of the American people. This the DAV MN held an event with Apple Ford in Apple Valley
where people were able to come and test drive a vehicle. For every vehicle that was test drove, Apple Ford donated $20 to
the DAV MN. Over 40 vehicles where test drove that day on behalf of DAV MN. Our DAV of MN Foundation also plays a big
role in keeping that sacrifice in the hearts and minds of those who are vital to our success in our mission to fulfill the promises we made to those men and women who have served.
We have had disabled veterans who have had the unique opportunity again this year to hunt and fish in a very safe and accommodating environment at Camp Ripley, St. Joseph, New Ulm, Rochester, Ely and other State wide communities thanks to
the generosity of our Chapters and the Foundation.

We also in the early stages of building a transportation program in the NE corridor of MN. The DAVMN is looking at getting
four new veterans transportation vans operating in the NE MN counties thanks to the DAV of MN Foundation as well as the
help of MN Veterans Affairs. These Counties lacked vans to transport veterans in need of a ride to and from the Minneapolis
VAMCs, and the Foundation once again filled that need.
The three programs mentioned above are only three of the many MN DAV programs across the State that serves our veterans. These are all possible because of generous DAV members who support our DAV of MN Foundation.
Our Foundation has made a profound impact on our MN veteran community this past year by granting over $60,000 in funds
to Department, Chapter and Auxiliary projects and programs serving veterans. In addition our DAV of MN Foundations DONOR CONNECTION PROGRAM has provided over $500,000 in handicapped equipment to MN veterans and their families (wheelchairs, stair lifts, scooters, power chairs, etc.). This program received National DAV attention at the Mid-Winter
Conference as well as the National DAV magazine.
DAV of MN Foundation…… What is it? What does it do?
The DAV of MN Foundation is involved in fundraising for MN Disabled American Veterans programs and also provides
grants to the Department of MN DAV and their Chapters and Units for state and local veteran’s service programs. The DAV of
MN Foundation uses its funds three different ways:
1. Endowment – Funds that are endowed and only interest and dividends from this fund are used for programs. These funds
ensure the life of the Foundation. Recently the Board of Trustees and the Executive Committee transferred another
$10,000 into the endowment fund.
2. Restricted Funds – Funds that when given, the donor designated the funds be used for a specific purpose so they are restricted in use and must be used as the donor designated. Some donors prefer these funds because of their wish to give
to certain programs. *see below funds
3. Unrestricted Funds – Funds that when donated are not designated for any specific program or purpose other than veterans’ programs. It is important we have undesignated funds that allow the Board of Directors to route financial grants to
Chapters/Units/Organizations requesting grants for specific projects and causes serving veterans outside of our specific
funds scope. Donors can also specify and designate new funds.
We have many designated restricted funds established by donors to our Foundation.
Restricted Funds
MN DAV National Service Officers Fund - designated for outreach, education, office equipment and administrative help.
North Dakota DAV National Service Officers Fund - designated to assist the office in Fargo, that supports Northern MN
Veterans.
Homeless/Needy Veteran Fund - designated to assist needy and homeless veterans with clothing or other emergency assistance required.
DAV Transportation Fund - designated to help support the DAV transportation programs at the St. Cloud and Minneapolis
VAMCs. This program involves the vans and volunteer drivers who transport veterans to and from their medical appointments at the VA Medical Center from across MN Counties and metro areas.
DAV Department Office Fund - designated to assist the DAV Department office with education, office equipment and outreach.
DAV Auxiliary Fund - designated to assist the Auxiliary Department with travel expenses, education and equipment.
Veterans on the Lake Fund - designated to assist the Veterans on the Lake Resort in Ely, MN. This resort provides unique
fishing resort opportunities for veterans.
Minneapolis, St. Cloud or Fargo VAVS Fund - designated to help the Volunteer Services at the hospital with expenses incurred with the volunteer programs and provide finances for DAV and DA VA programs targeting veterans at the VA Medical
(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

Centers and Cemetery.
Minneapolis, Hastings, Fergus Falls, Silver Bay or
Luverne Veterans Home Fund - designated to help each of
the 5 MN veterans’ homes with their outreach programs i.e.
the TV programming, closed circuit TV system, employee
and volunteer recognition and entertainment for residents.
MN Veterans Home TV Replacement Fund - designated to
provide the funds necessary to replace the TVs in the residents rooms and dayrooms in the Statewide MN Veterans
Homes. This is a major project costing more than $200,000.
Armed Forces Service Center (AFSC) Fund - designated to
assist the AFSC with monthly expenses they incur with
providing support to veterans and their families at the Mpls/
St. Paul International Airport
Disabled Veterans Rest Camp on Big Marine – This fund
was established by St. Paul Ch. 2 to provide funds to the
camp for veterans.
MN Counties Van Replacement Fund – This fund is used to
provide MN Counties $3000 grants when they request funds
to purchase a new County van for transporting veterans.
These funds are provided when they complete their campaign with only $3000 remaining.
MN DAV Outdoors for Disabled Veterans – This fund is
used to provide funds for the various hunting and fishing
programs we have for disabled veterans throughout the
state of Minnesota.

statewide membership) would donate $25 it would add
close to $500,000 to the Foundation…. $25 will go a long
way in our efforts to build better lives for today’s disabled veterans.
Remember: “WE MAKE A LIVING BY WHAT WE GET... BUT
WE MAKE A LIFE BY WHAT WE GIVE”.
Serving You and MN DAV;
Stephen Whitehead
Executive Director
Lauri Brooke
Board Chair

David Valtinson
State Commander

Message from the DAV MN Foundation Board Chair Lauri
Brooke:
In October, the DAV MN Foundation Board met to develop a
strategic plan for the future. The intent was to match the
strengths of the MN DAV to available opportunities. We
identified the niches in which we felt we were most likely to
succeed. We also identified the resource demands to be met.
We will continue to meet to refine the parameters upon
which progress can be assessed.

The Board of Directors ask that you consider the DAV of MN
Foundation in your 2014 giving plans as the Foundation is
truly committed to "Fulfilling our promises to the men and
women who have served". We have established a goal of
$25,000 for this annual 2014 appeal to the over 20,000
members in our great State. As we end the year 2014, we
would like all DAV Chapters, their Auxiliary Units and all the
members of Minnesota DAV and DAVA to consider a donation to the DAV of MN Foundation. Your generosity is important to our programs. We would appreciate whatever
donation you feel is appropriate. If each of you (our

The Foundation board believes that proactive planning is
critical to our success. Our plan is to develop a succinct document that specifies the components of a strategy with regard to our mission, external and internal environments and
problems that have been identified.
Thank you to all the DAV of MN Foundation Supporters.

Name:________________________________________________________________________________
Address:______________________________________________________________________________
City:__________________________________________State:________________Zip:________________
Daytime Phone:__________________E-mail:_________________________________________________
Enclosed is my gift of
$ _______________
Make checks payable to
DAV of Minnesota
Foundation

If this is a memorial or
honorary gift, please
Complete the following:
My gift is □ in honor of
□ in memory of
Name: ___________________________

Please notify the following person of my gift:
Name:_____________________________________________________
Address:__________________________________________________
City:____________________________ State:_______ Zip:________
□ I have included the Foundation in my will.
□ Please send information about including the Foundation in
my will.

Mail to: DAV of Minnesota Foundation | State Veterans Service Building | Floor 3 | St Paul, MN 55155
Phone: 651-291-1212 | Fax: 651-291-0115 | E-mail: stephen@davmn.org | www.davmn.org/foundation
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Department of Minnesota
State Veterans Service Bldg.
Saint Paul, MN 55155
POSTMASTER-Please do not return

Department Officers 2014-2015
Commander. . . . . . . . ….. ……...….David Valtinson
Sr. Vice Commander .. . . . . …….... . …Greg Remus
1st Jr. Vice Commander…..………... ..Mick Aguirre
2nd Jr. Vice Commander . . . …..... …. .. .Kenn Roehl
3rd Jr. Vice Commander……...……....Gerry Holkko
4th Jr. Vice Commander…….……Robert Saddoris
Treasurer . . . . . . . .. . .. . ... . . ………Dean Ascheman
Judge Advocate . . . . . ... . . . . .……..…..Scott Berndt
Chaplain.. . . . . . . . . . . . .. ….... ……Donald Nesheim
Past Dept. Commander………..……Robert Hartley
Adjutant………….. …..Stephen “Butch” Whitehead
Auxiliary Officers 2014-2015
Commander . . . . . .. . .. . . …... . .. …..Laurie Pekarik
Sr. Vice Commander. . . .. . ... . . …. .Robyn Kenney
1st Jr. Vice Commander . . … ………….Cindy Jones
2nd Jr. Vice Commander . . ... …… ...Linda Wenzel
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . .... .. . . . . .….Nancy Berndt
Judge Advocate . . . . . . . ..... ... .. . . …Lois McCarron
Chaplain .. . . . . . . . . . . . . ... ……….…Dorothy Hegna
Past Dept. Commander. . . ... . . . ….Karen Siltanen
Adjutant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . …. . ...Marilyn Hardt

Important Numbers / Websites:
MN Department Office: 651-291-1212 or
Toll Free 888-317-2291 www.davmn.org
National HQ: 877-426-2838 or www.dav.org
MN NSO Office: 612-970-5665
Mpls Transportation Office: 612-467-2768
St. Cloud Transport Office:320-255-6480 x6676
Fargo NSO Office: 701-451-4636
Metro Area Thrift Pick-up Service: 651-487-2002
www.donatedavmn.org
Vehicle Donation: 866-920-7149
www.vehiclesforveterans.org
DAVA National HQ: www.dav.org/
dava
MN Dept of Vets Affairs: 651-296-2562
www.mdva.state.mn.us
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